Advice from Health Department Regarding Sewage Spill 10-8-2026

Update 10-10-2026

We’ve received the following update from Brendan Rivenbark, Director of Three Rivers Health District regarding the sewer spill into Cabin Point Creek on October 8.  He recommends increased vigilance over the next 20 days while rain events further dilute waters in potentially impacted areas. Due to the volume of the spill, VDH has announced a shellfish harvesting closure towards the mouth of the creek through October 29th. If additional information or further updates become available, we will post those to our website.
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In response to the sewage leak at the end of Cabin Point Drive, the Three
Rivers Health District has consuited with the County of Westmoreland,
Department of Environmental Quality, and Virginia Department of Health
Division of Shellfish Safety & Waterborne Hazards and would like to share the
following updates/recommendations:

~Following the notification of the leak, standing wastewater was removed
from the impacted area and the impacted ground areas were treated in
accordance with proper protocols.

“The sources of the leak have been repaired.

-Individuals should adhere to safe swimming practices and avoid swimming
inany open body of water if they have an open wound and should never
consume waters from an open body of water.

-Out of an abundance of caution, individuals should remain vigilant over the
next 20 days while rain events further dilute waters in potentially impacted
areas.

-As under any circumstance, individuals should properly clean, prepare, and
ook fish or crabs prior to consumption.

~The Virginia Department of Health's Division of Shellfish Safety & Waterborne
Hazards has announced today that a portion of Lower Machodoc Creek in
Westmoreland County is closed to shellfish harvesting through October 20th
dueto the leak. Please see the map below highlighting the shellfish
harvesting closure.
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