Did You Know?  Installment #2 – Restrictions on Parking Vehicles
In our community there are zoning restrictions on parking vehicles, particularly, inoperable vehicles and commercial/large vehicles.  These limitations are designed to help maintain a positive community appearance while protecting the safety and environment of the community.  A portion of the pertinent ordinances are provided below but can be found in greater detail at: https://www.westmoreland-county.org/codes-ordinances/ and https://library.municode.com/va/westmoreland_county/codes/code_of_ordinances
4-5.15.1  Storage of Inoperable Vehicles
Inoperable motor vehicle means any motor vehicle which meets one or more of the following conditions:

(1) Any motor vehicle which is not in operating condition

(2) Any motor vehicle which, for a period of 60 days or longer, has been partially or totally disassembled by the removal of tires and wheels, or by the removal of the engine, or by removal of other essential parts required for the operation of the vehicle.

(3) Any motor vehicle on which there is displayed neither valid plates nor a valid inspection decal.

* Motor vehicle means any motor vehicle or any trailer.

For our residential community, no inoperable vehicle shall be parked or stored outside a building more than one (1) week unless it is completely shielded, or covered with a fitted motor vehicle cover, so that no portion of it can be seen from any public or private right-of-way or from any property adjacent to the subject property. Enforcement of a violation is through Land Use and includes a grace period, provisions for removal at the owner’s expense, and additional legal remedies.
4-5.15.2   Limitations on Parking of Vehicles in Residential Districts 
A. Parking areas in front yards shall be limited to the area contained in paved or gravel driveways. 
B. Parking of small cargo trailers and recreational vehicles or equipment in a residential district including but not limited to boats, boat trailers, camping trailers, travel trailers, motorized dwellings, tent trailers, houseboats and horse vans, are subject to the following limitations: 
(1) Such equipment shall not be used for living, sleeping or other occupancy when parked or stored on a residential lot or in any other location not approved for such occupancy use.  
Please do not park cars, trailers or boats on the front yard grass.  The Association has affordable rental arrangements for boat and trailer storage.
4-5.15.3  Limitations on Commercial Vehicles in Residential Districts 
1. The parking or storage of a commercial vehicle, or a container constructed for the transportation of cargo, is prohibited in all residential districts, except that one (1) commercial vehicle with a manufacturer's rating of less than 1-1/2 tons may be parked on any lot on which there is located a principal building, provided that such vehicle is parked in an enclosed garage or accessory building.

2. The following commercial vehicles are prohibited from overnight parking, regardless of ownership or occupancy. 

(1)   Garbage truck 
(2)   Tractor or trailer or both 
(3)   Dump truck 
(4)   Tow truck 
(5)   Passenger bus (excluding school buses) 
(6)   Cement truck 
(7)   Stake bed truck 
(8)   Flatbed truck 
(9)   Construction equipment 
(10)  Fuel oil truck, or 
(11)  Septic Tank pump-out trucks. 
Construction equipment and construction-related vehicles may be parked only during the duration of construction. 
To make inquiries or report suspected violations, you can call Westmoreland County Land Use at: 804-493-0120 or email: landuse@westmoreland-county.org.  Other ways to report suspected violations include texting Land Use with the keyword WCLANDUSE and your tip to 847411.  You can also submit an anonymous tip online at: https://www.tip411.com/tips/new?alert_group_id=21527.  Photographs, if available, are helpful.
